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TUMBLAGOODA 3 TEACHING NOTES 
 
Themes 
 

• Western Australian history 
• Western Australian geography 
• Western Australian industry 
• Marine environment 
• Family 
• Friendship 
• Bio-diversity 

 
For Class Discussions 
 

1) Why do you think Western Australia’s Batavia coast is renowned for a host of 17th 
and 18th century shipwrecks?  What do you think might have happened to European 
shipwreck survivors at that time? How might they have survived?  

2) How would you survive today if you found yourself shipwrecked on an island 
without phone or Internet connection? Make a list of 10 things you think you’d need 
and why. How might you raise the alarm to be rescued? 

3) In chapter 5, readers are introduced to the tragedy of the Batavia shipwreck of 1629. 
What did journal accounts at that time, written by the Batavia’s captain Francisco 
Pelsaert say occurred after the shipwreck? Do you agree with the captain’s version of 
events? Why/why not?  

4) In chapter 7, George finds out about the rescue of Noddy the Arctic tern. Have you 
ever rescued a stranded bird or wild animal? What happened? What did you do to try 
and help the animal survive and did it work? Do you think it’s always appropriate for 
humans to intervene in such situations? Why/why not? 

5) Research what you can on the Western Australian rock lobster (crayfishing) industry. 
Why do you think it’s widely considered one of the best managed of Australia’s 
fishing industries today? What are some of the attributes you think you’d need if you 
wanted to become a professional cray fisher? Discuss the reasons for your answers. 

mailto:info@dragonflypublishing.com.au
http://www.dragonflypublishing.com.au/


 
 

2 
For further details, please contact: info@dragonflypublishing.com.au 

Or visit www.dragonflypublishing.com.au 

6) Name three living objects that you might find in or on a Batavia Coast coral reef 
today. Find out everything you can about these living things and how they use the 
reef system to survive: what they like to eat; how they breed; how they protect 
themselves from predators; how long they can live. How might they be useful or 
dangerous to humans? 

7) Name three dangers facing coral reef systems around the world today? What are 
some of the things humans might do to try and look after them better? 

8) In chapter 16, Mac berates George for wanting to “take” a fossilised piece of shell 
from a beach. Why do you think Mac is so intent on leaving the shell where it is? 
Research and discuss how Mac’s attitude mirrors Australian Indigenous attitudes to 
country. 

9) Have you ever been on a boat trip? Describe the trip and its purpose: was it for fun; 
for fishing; was it a ferry ride; was it a boat tour? Describe what you did, what the 
weather was like, what you saw and whether you enjoyed being on water and 
why/why not? 

10) Name three species of shark you might expect to find in Western Australian waters. 
Pick one of those species and find out all you can about them: their skin colour; how 
they swim; how they breathe; how they use their senses to find food; how they 
breed; how big they can grow; how long they can live for? 

11) Describe an occasion when you’ve been afraid. What happened and how did the 
situation resolve itself? What lessons did you learn about yourself and other people; 
and what might you do better if a similar occasion occurs in the future? 

12) In the Epilogue, George ponders why women are boycotting a local ceremony 
marking the arrival of “white men” to Australia. Discuss with your teacher and 
classmates why this might be so? Do you think it’s understandable that women don’t 
attend in this instance? Why/why not? 

 
Creative Writing and Illustration Activities 
 

1) Write a short adventure story which begins the morning after a character or group of 
characters has been shipwrecked on a small island. Remember to consider elements 
that may make your story more exciting and suspenseful. Try and craft your story so 
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that it has an engaging beginning, middle and end (resolution). Alternatively, 
draw/illustrate at least four animals and/or objects your character(s) will encounter on 
their exploration of the island. 

2) Imagine you are going on a surprise boat trip with your family. Write a short story 
from the first-person narrating point of view about arriving at the jetty and what 
happens when everyone gets on the boat. Think about humour and how to make 
your story funny whilst maintaining the realism of the boat journey and what 
happens on that journey. Alternatively, draw the boat you and your family will be 
going in. Is it a ferry, a dinghy, a yacht, for example? 

3) Write a short story that opens with one of the following quotes from Tumblagooda – 
the story of a strange found thing: 

a) She needed to tell him something important. Something that would change 
everything between them. 

b) He was a bit like a guardian angel really, if she thought about it logically, 
especially since lending her his khaki shirt last week to keep her warm in the 
night.  

c) Seahorse said nothing on their journey towards the ocean floor. 
d) They pressed on, past more strangeness. Signs pointed to roads that didn’t 

exist: Smith Street, Eleanor Street, Knotts Lane…  
 
Learning Areas 
 

• English 
• Humanities and Social Sciences 
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